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The Truth About Puppy Mills
LIFE IN A TINY WIRE CAGE

Yesterday, I went blind.

I guess at this point I don’t mind too much…

I think I was more upset when my tenth litter of puppies was taken from me about a month ago. 

I once had a dream of running free in the yard, but it’s not possible now because I am in so much pain. My underbelly is swollen and my ears are frostbitten. They even forgot to feed me yesterday and the water in my bowl has been frozen for days.

The people that buy my puppies are told that we are raised on 60 acres of land… and there sure is a lot of land out there – as far as the eye can see! But, I’ve never been allowed outside of this tiny wire cage.

WHAT IS A PUPPY MILL?

Puppy mills are the “factory farms” of dog breeding. They are big commercial operations that produce puppies and distribute them nationwide to pet stores, or sell them directly to consumers on the Web. 

The profit these breeders make from puppies are more important than the actual health or welfare of the animals. Dogs in puppy mills endure deplorable conditions including limited shelter, overcrowded cages, inbreeding and minimal vet care. 

According to The Humane Society of the United States, there may be as many as 10,000 puppy mills operating across the country.

It’s estimated that of the 7 to 9 million dogs acquired in this country each year, between 2 and 4 million come from puppy mills. Figures suggest that over 300,000 of these puppies are sold annually in pet stores.

THE LIFE OF A DOG AT A PUPPY MILL

The life of a dog at a puppy mill is different than a typical dog’s life. The owners of these operations treat animals as if they are an agricultural product, much like an ear of corn. These dogs do not have names. They live their entire lives outside in cramped wire and wooden cages that resemble chicken coops. Their spaces are so small that, in most cases mothers are stepping all over their babies. 

Many dogs never walk in the grass though they live on acres and acres of property. In the rare case that these animals get rescued out of the mill, they usually do not know how to walk. Instead, they spin in constant circles, because that is all they know. 

The parent dogs live behind bars from birth until death, without ever feeling grass under their feet, enjoying a treat or toy, or having loving human contact or proper veterinary care. They are bred repeatedly until they can no longer reproduce and then they are discarded.

ISN’T THIS ILLEGAL?

The commercial mass breeding of dogs is not illegal, although most mills do not advertise the fact that they are mass-producing animals. They typically pose as small family breeders online and in newspaper and magazine ads. Most take out multiple different ads, to make it seem as if they have just one litter of a single type of dog. A report from the American Veterinary Medical Association indicates that more than 200,000 American families bought puppies online in 2004.

Many people argue that because they got their dog at a pet store, they are confident that the pet came from a reputable breeder. Despite what they may tell you, pet stores do sell puppy mill puppies. In fact, over 90% of dogs that are sold at pet stores, come directly from puppy mills. The reason being: no reputable breeder would drop a litter of puppies at a pet store. Legitimate breeders conduct comprehensive interviews with all prospective owners before selling a puppy. 

HOW CAN I HELP?

Consider adoption

Adopting a dog instead of buying one is the best way to go. Animal shelters have dozens of dogs waiting for homes, many of them purebreds. If you’d rather not go to a shelter, there are animal rescue organizations nationwide. Many are breed specific, so if you have a certain breed in mind there is likely an organization dedicated to its well-being.

Visit the premises of the breeder

Responsible breeders provide a loving and healthy environment for their canine companions, but don't take their word for it, go see for yourself! Never buy a puppy without seeing the facility in which the puppy was bred. It is also a good idea to ask to see both parents of the puppy. 

Don't be fooled by claims made by pet stores

No pet store is going to admit that they get their puppies from a mill. That would be very bad for business. Instead they tell their clients exactly what they want to hear in order to sell their products.

Don't be swayed by a great website or ad

Just because a website says great things about their "home raised" or "family raised" puppies doesn’t make it true. Never buy a puppy without seeing the facility in which the dog was bred.

Avoid "rescuing" a puppy mill puppy by buying him

Even though your intentions may be good, don't buy a puppy with the idea that you are "rescuing" him or her. Your "rescue" opens up space for another puppy mill puppy and puts money into the pockets of the puppy mill. The money you spend on your puppy goes right back to the puppy mill operator and ensures they can continue breeding and treating dogs inhumanely. 

Report puppy mills

Every state in the U.S. has laws that protect animals from cruelty and abuse. If you see or hear about a mass breeding facility in your area, please alert your local animal control authorities. The same holds true if you visit a breeder and think that the animals are being treated poorly, please report the facility to law enforcement in the area.

Spay/neuter your pet

Puppy mills contribute to the larger pet overpopulation crisis, which is resulting in over 4 million dogs and cats being euthanized every year. Spaying or neutering is one of the best things you can do for your pet's health and for the pet population. Our country churns out millions of dogs for the pet trade every year. The result is the needless killing of animals in shelters all over America.

Please spread the word!

The only way to shut down the puppy mill industry is to cut off the demand. Don’t buy a pet online or at a pet store. Adopt from a shelter or do extensive research about any breeder you are considering before purchasing.
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