
[image: image1.wmf]
Backyard Breeding in the US
According to the Humane Society of the US:

· 70,000 puppies and kittens are born every day in the US. That is compared to only 10,000 babies.

· Between 6-8 million pets enter shelters in the US every year. Only half of these ever find homes. The rest, roughly 3-4 million are euthanized.

These numbers are truly staggering, but the general public is largely unaware. So why do we have such an epidemic? Of the 53 million dogs in the nation, about two-thirds come from backyard breeders. They are the single greatest cause of the pet overpopulation crisis in this country. 

A backyard breeder is someone who keeps a number of dogs and either breeds them deliberately or simply allows them breed. Backyard breeders may have a few dogs or many, one breed or several. They usually have no knowledge of or awareness of breed standards, genetics, socializing, and health maintenance. 
So why do they do it? 
Well, there are all kinds of reasons – but the number ONE reason is money. There are also people that engage in breeding because they truly believe their animal is special and the continuation of the legacy is important. Some are too lazy or uninformed to prevent their animals from breeding. Others feel it is important to share the miracle of birth with their children.
Most backyard breeders don’t think in terms of the big picture. When people breed their own dog and sell the puppies, they are actually taking a potential home away from one of the millions of animals that are in our shelters. They don’t think about the fact that 25-30% of animals in shelters are already purebreds.  

Stopping the Backyard Breeder is a challenge. Most do this in the privacy of their own homes and do it so quietly that no one ever knows about it. The only way to curb this problem is to completely shut off the demand. 
Please do not buy a puppy from 1) someone’s backyard or basement, 2) out of a car in a parking lot, 3) online or from an ad in the paper (unless you have done extensive research on the breeder and visited the premises). If you ever see a puppy being kept in conditions that are less than acceptable – call local animal control officers immediately at (307)733.2331. All states have laws that prohibit animal cruelty. 

If you decide to buy a puppy from a backyard breeder because you think you are “rescuing” the animal from poor living conditions, you are actually contributing to the problem. You are supplementing this person’s income, and therefore encouraging them to repeat the activity again, and again, and again.
So what can we do? 
There are several things you can do to help. Go to your local animal shelter! There are millions of fantastic pets, many that are pure breds, waiting for homes in every city. Once you adopt an animal, please spay or neuter them. By starting at home with your own pets, you can help to curb this problem where it starts. Talk to your friends and family about the importance of spaying and neutering. Gradually, spaying and neutering will become the norm, not the exception and backyard breeding will become a thing of the past.
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